Study Guide to the Herpetofauna: Amphibians and Reptiles

I. Introduction

A. Two classes

B. Features in common

C. Representatives

1. Amphibians

2. Reptiles

II. Amphibians

A. Diversity

B. Meaning of name

1. Tadpoles

2. Adults

C. Other features

1. Shape of body

2. Skin

D. Mouth

1. Location

2. Tongue

3. Internal nares

4. Teeth

5. Glottar opening

6. Esophageal opening

7. Eustachian tubes

8. Vocal cords

E. Internal features

1. Digestive system

2. Heart

3. Liver

4. Dorsal organs

F. Reproductive features

1. Males

2. Females

3. Reproductive process

G. Amphibian habitat

1. Ideal habitat

2. Vernal pools

H. Tropical amphibians

1. Where found

2. Features

3. Use by natives

G.  Amphibian declines


1.  Confirmation by studies

3. Responsible factors

III. Reptiles

A. Similarities to amphibians

B. Differences from amphibians

1. Skin

2. Teeth

3. Amniotic egg

a. Embryo

b. Amniotic fluid

c. Amnion

d. Yolk sac

e. Allantois

f. Chorion

g. Albumin

h. Egg membrane and shell

C. Diversity

1. Species diversity

2. Habitat diversity

3. Dietary diversity

D. Taxonomy

1. Lineages

2. Paraphyletic nature

Questions:

1.  List three different types of amphibians and four different types of reptiles

2.  Identify and discuss four features found in the mouth of amphibians.

3.  List three ways in which the internal organs of the amphibians compare to those in the bony fish.

4.  Discuss amphibian reproduction both in terms of organs involved, and the process.

5.  What is ideal amphibian habitat?  What makes it so?

6.  Why are amphibian populations declining over the past few decades?

7.  Compare and contrast the skin of the amphibians to that of the reptiles.

8.  Identify and briefly discuss the importance of four membranes in the amniotic egg.

9.  Explain why the reptiles are considered to be a paraphyletic taxon.

