Chordates 1: Introduction to the Chordates
I. Introduction

A. Representatives

II. Features in common

A. Dorsal nerve cord

B. Notochord

1. What it is

2. When present or lost

C. Pharynx with gill slits

1. What it is

2. When present or lost

D. Post anal tail

1. What it is

2. When present or lost

III. Diversity

IV. Phylogeny

A. When evolved

B. Phylogenetic relationship of three groups

Questions:

1. List four common members of the chordates.

2. What are the two groups of invertebrate chordates?

3. How does the main nerve cord of the chordates compare to that of the Arthropods?

4. What is a notochord, and what is its function?

5. Which chordates lack a pharynx with gill slits as adults?

6. How many named species of chordates are known to science?

7. When did chordates first evolve?

8. Are cephalochordates or urochordates most closely related to the vertebrates?

